
DO DON’T 

Use English as the language of instruction. Use it to 

give directions as part of the English lesson. 

Give explanations and directions in the native 

language. This cheats pupils of their motivation to 

understand. They will become lazy and wait for 

the native language instead of reaching to 

understanding. They also get the wrong impression 

that English is not for communication; it’s only 

another school subject. 

Speak in short sentences, and discrete phrases. 

Pronounce correctly, clearly and slowly, looking directly 

at the class. 

Confuse pupils with incomprehensible language. 

Speeches, lectures, explanations and directions 

without clues to meaning are boring and not useful. 

Act out meanings, or use props, objects, pictures, or 

gestures to make meanings clear. Pause after each 

sentence or phrase to associate it with a set of sounds.  

Rely on only the spoken word. Pupils need more 

visual and tactile stimulation and often need to be 

physically active. 

Repeat cheerfully and patiently and continue to 

associate clues to meaning with your words as long as 

needed. 

Expect pupils to grasp new material the first time 

through. Remember they have many years ahead 

to fully master things. 

Gain a sense of pacing that approaches life and the 

world holistically. Less is more, if a subject can be 

approached in many ways, connecting to other 

disciplines and in song, verse, and pictures. 

Race through a course book or curriculum , but 

also don’t drag out a point when students have lost 

interest. 

Check each pupil’s understanding by: 1) giving 

directions to follow, and, 2) asking yes/no or one-word 

answer questions. 

Always resort to translation back to the mother 

tongue. This prevents students from starting to 

think naturally in target language.  And invites 

them to speak to you in native language. 

Accept that the fact that children will use their 

mother tongue when speaking to each other, except 

during language practice activities. Moreover, children 

will use their mother tongue to speak to you until they 

are ready to use target language. Understand what 

they are saying in mother tongue and respond in target 

language. But you should continuously encourage them 

to communicate in target language. 

Pretend that you cannot speak or understand the 

mother tongue. 

Allow children to be children and bring their natural 

motivation and curiosity to learning. 

Focus on testing or grading. Over-control them by 

bringing lots of restrictions to the class. 

Encourage children to act out or draw a picture of 

their intended meanings when they don’t have the 

vocabulary to communicate. 

Put individual pupils on the spot to produce 

language or respond if they are unlikely to be able 

to accomplish it. This creates “mental static 

anxiety”, and sets them up to fail. 

Play with language and be free to act silly, making up 

rhymes and songs, telling stories, talking even 

‘nonsense’ and playing with sounds. 

Expect young learners to think like older learners, 

needing logical explanations for new material. 

 


